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Trio in worldwide jazz with influences from the Levant

( :) Choux de Bruxelles - Artist Collective



About Us

3'Ain is a trio in which Yamen Martini (trumpet) Otto Kint (upright bass) and Piet
Maris (accordion) join forces: they bring a unique blend of worldwide jazz with
influences from the Levant and the Swana region (commonly known as the Southwest
Asia and North Africa).

More or less 13 years ago, Yamen left Syria tot arrive in Belgium in 2015, where he
met Piet. After collaborating on music for a theatre play, Piet invited Yamen to join
Jaune Toujours as a guest musician, as you can hear on their aloum Europeana. In the
summer of 2019, Otto joined them, giving birth to 3'Ain.

The band name is based on the eighteenth letter of the Arabic alphabet, ¢ , a vowel
which is said to be difficult to pronounce for western people. As it is often
represented as ‘3’ in chat and SMS conversations, and in transliteration as 'ain, 3'Ain

seemed an appropriate name for a trio playing contemporary and worldwide jazz
with influences from the Levant.

With their distinctive sound, they released their first EP on the Choux de Bruxelles
label in May 2020, in full Covid lockdown. The subsequent full album, ‘Sea of Stories’
has been released in the Spring of 2023 and has received international acclaim in the
press.

They are releasing a new album: Unland (title under embargo) - scheduled for
release in May 2026 (exact date to be confirmed). The first single from the album is
called ‘Oufti’ and will be released on 27/3/26.



The Band :

e Piet Maris: Accordion
e Yamen Martini : Trumpet
Otto Kint : Double bass

e Social Media and Sites :

&

Choux.net
Choux.net/3ain

(£)

Facebook 3'Ain

e Contact:

e

info@choux.net

e Discography:

bc

Bandcamp 3'Ain

T]

Apple Music 3'Ain

2026 Unland (forthcoming album, title under embargo)
2023 : Sea of Stories (Album)
2020 : 3'Ain (EP)

|nstagram 3'Ain

+32 253894 55

=

Youtube 3'Ain

0

Gustave Schildknecht 33/3
1020 Brussels



https://3ain.bandcamp.com/
mailto:info@choux.net
https://www.facebook.com/3ain3
https://choux.net/fr
https://choux.net/fr/3ain
https://music.apple.com/us/artist/3ain/1452613047
https://www.instagram.com/3ain_trio/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrQCxxMu_DRw0zyKNLTz7PKOJCApVgkFq

Links

Audio - Videos - Live

e Audio Links:

On Shore (secret audio link to a single of the new forthcoming album Unland, digital release 27/3/26)
Schuimkop

Scrambled Ensor

Bz-189

Kek-7

e Video Live:

e Batich Ahmar - live

e Show the Bruxelles - Kraska live

e Festival Brosella XXS - live concert
e Digital Choux-Fest - 'Yana Bikes' live



https://soundcloud.com/3-ain/05-3ain-on-shore-48-khz-24-bew812600005-2/s-pb8s86xffEm?in=3-ain/sets/un-land/s-OHP3nwvXKwj&si=931048a35f7944258fd2d1fd6e46892b
https://on.soundcloud.com/iLHPkx2dqpMNLdY07H
https://3ain.bandcamp.com/track/schuimkop
https://3ain.bandcamp.com/track/scrambled-ensor
https://3ain.bandcamp.com/track/bz-189-2
https://3ain.bandcamp.com/track/kek-7
https://3ain.bandcamp.com/track/kek-7
https://youtu.be/1oMZ25AMC6c?si=Tv5mDb6ixLjgDDJW
https://youtu.be/9LcFcVn1MAQ?si=689RKMpqf0U03iuD
https://youtu.be/sh0i3K0JnwY
https://youtu.be/sh0i3K0JnwY
https://youtu.be/7ByhjmYLI3s

Highlights

3'Ain's concerts thrive on deep interaction with a focus on improvisation and unfold as lively musical
conversations, as could be heard during their performances at Les ADEM (Switzerland, 2025), PARK
Festival, River Jazz Festival (Belgium) Hide & Seek Festival, Les Polysons, Propulse Festival
(Belgium, 2024), Brosella Spring Festival, Leuven Jazz (Belgium 2023), Bos! Festival, Le Senghor
(Belgium 2022), Choux-Fest VK Bruxelles (Belgium 2021, Online), Amor (De Roma), Plazey Festival,
Brosella XXS, (Belgium 2020), to name but a few...

Press Quotes

UK VIBE ( %% % % y¢): "There’s an out-of-reach and enigmatic quality to Sea of Stories which keeps you drawing

back into its music. A dream-like visual sensibility and the warmth of its harmonies give the music a physicality
which virtually lives and breathes."

LE SOIR (%% % % ¥¢): "Une trompette, un accordéon, une basse et voila des histoires en pleine mer. Une musique

teintée d'orientalisme et de tango mais ancrée en Belgique, les titres le montrent, impregnée de 'ambiance des
lieux ou elle a été composée, comme Ostende pour Scrambled Ensor. Ce trio nous raconte des histoires

envoUdtantes qu'on a envie de se faire narrer encore et encore."
INMUSIC (% % % % 7¢): "Arabische Melodien treffen auf Musette-artige Akkordeonklange und Contemporary Jazz."

RnR Magazin (% % % % 7¢): “the Syrian-Belgian trio's blend of Western and Eastern sounds is as immersive a set of
contemporary jazz as you'll hear this year”

JAZZTHETIK Magazin (% % % % v¢): "Ihre Uberwiegend nachdenkliche Kammermusik bewegt sich zwischen

sensibler Melancholie und Melodieseligkeit, grift Walzer und Tango auf und gefallt in ihrer Unbestimmtheit
zwischen folkloristischer Anmutung und der Offenheit des Jazz"

SONGLINES (% % % y¢¥¢): "the trio have recorded a set of impressive instrumentals that match jazz with echoes of

the global influences"

DA MUSIC: "Een ontmoeting van oosterse melancholie, westerse zeemansliederen en universele jazzklanken."

JAZZ'HALO: "Een overwegend melancholische soundtrack met indrukwekkende filmische accenten. Alsof ze de
desolaatheid van het bestaan verklanken in een roes van dromerige visioenen."



https://ukvibe.org/album_reviews/3ain/
https://ukvibe.org/album_reviews/3ain/
https://ukvibe.org/album_reviews/3ain/
https://choux.net/node/1277
https://choux.net/node/1277
https://choux.net/node/1277
https://www.lesoir.be/508823/article/2023-04-21/locean-dhistoires-de-3ain
https://www.lesoir.be/508823/article/2023-04-21/locean-dhistoires-de-3ain
https://www.galileomusic.de/promo/archiv/inMusic_Presse_Rezension_2023-06-28_3_GMC102_CHOU2302.pdf
https://www.galileomusic.de/promo/archiv/inMusic_Presse_Rezension_2023-06-28_3_GMC102_CHOU2302.pdf
https://www.galileomusic.de/promo/archiv/inMusic_Presse_Rezension_2023-06-28_3_GMC102_CHOU2302.pdf
https://choux.net/node/1373
https://choux.net/node/1373
https://choux.net/node/1373
https://choux.net/node/1349
https://choux.net/node/1349
https://choux.net/node/1349
https://choux.net/node/1366
https://choux.net/node/1366
https://choux.net/node/1366
https://choux.net/node/1366
https://damusic.be/cd/3ain-sea-of-stories-8568.html
https://www.jazzhalo.be/reviews/cdlpk7-reviews/various/tim-berne-versus-3-ain/

JAZZ JOURNAL: “The global roots of 3'Ain converge in a crossover project that straddles European styles and Middle
Eastern music - joining together influences from Belgium and trumpeter Yamen Martini's native Syria.”

JAZZMANIA: "Avec ce « Sea of Stories » redempteur, les danseurs se lamenteront aux sons d'un tango desolant et se
trémousseront sur des valses tristes."

JAZZ&MO: "Van het beste dat er sinds Sexual Healing uit Oostende kwam”

JAZZQUES: "Cest cela qui est intéressant avec ce groupe, c'est ce melange subtil d'ingredients venus des quatre coins
de la Mediterranée”

JAZZWIZE: “it's an engaging mix of Arabic-inflected melody, accordion-based Musette, Tango and improv."
KNACK FOCUS: "Ze combineren de weemoed van de piano du pauvre met de geur van de Levant"

LINEA TRAD MAGAZINE: " Attraverso sette nuove compozizioni, i 3'Ain Continuano il loro viaggio radicato nel jazz
attraverso le immagini musicali sceniche della Siria Bizantina e del Levante, utilizzando la loro configurazione
strumentale acustica per portare gli ascoltatori con sé nel loro commino"

MIXEDWORLDMUSIC Magazin: "Het valt niet mee om deze bijzondere muziek ergens in te delen. 3'Ain bewandelt
hetzelfde schemergebied als het onvolprezen Amerikaanse Tin Hat (Trio), met allerlei raakvlakken zoals klassiek,
musette, jazz en een (in dit geval) heel klein pietsie folk, maar toch vooral heel eigenzinnig. "

MOORS MAGAZINE: "onweerstaanbare wereldfusie, multiculturele muziek die laat horen dat waar werelden bij elkaar
komen de wereld meteen een stukje rijker en mooier wordt. Muziek om een bijzonder goed humeur van te krijgen."

OHRENSCHMAUCH: "Von jazzeigen Klangen uber orientalische Motive zu Anspielungen auf Tango."

ROOTSTIME : “Met titels als “Schuimkop” en “Scrambled Ensor” zit Oostende helemaal in de plaat ingebakken en met
wat goede wil kun je ook “Lacht” vertalen als het geluid van een voorbijscherende meeuw. “Tango Soleil du Nord” is dan
weer op en top Brussels en bij “Mayaaze”, vermoedt de Vlaams-Brabander een vertaling van “maar ja, hoor”. Niemand
zegt hier "hoor”, maar wel “zenne” of “ze", maar verder kan ik hiermee compleet de mist ingaan. Dat is dan weer
allerminst het geval met deze plaat, die nu eens dromerig en weemoedig klinkt, dan weel uitbundig en zelfs bijna
feestelijk.”

SELECTED GOOSEBUMPS: “There is a breath of a breeze, a spicy taste of the East and the hardness of coastal stones
scattered here and there”

TRUTH & LIES (9,5/10): "Sometimes, perfection can arise out of the stirring together of contrasting genres and ‘Sea Of
Stories’ by the Syrian / Belgian trio 3'Ain is one such success."
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https://jazzjournal.co.uk/2020/09/12/3ain-3ain/
https://jazzmania.be/3ain-sea-of-stories/
https://jazzmania.be/3ain-sea-of-stories/
https://jazzandmo.be/3ain
https://jazzques.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/brosella-xxs-bonheur-xxl/
https://jazzques.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/brosella-xxs-bonheur-xxl/
https://choux.net/sites/default/files/3%27Ain%20200901%20Jazzwise%20-%20review%20EP.pdf
https://choux.net/sites/default/files/3%27Ain%20200901%20Jazzwise%20-%20review%20EP.pdf
https://www.choux.net/node/1280
https://www.choux.net/node/1280
https://choux.net/node/1300
https://choux.net/node/1300
https://choux.net/node/1350
https://choux.net/node/1350
https://www.moorsmagazine.com/muziek/wereldmuziek/3ain-sea-of-stories/
https://www.galileomusic.de/promo/archiv/Ohrenschmauch_Presse_Rezension_2023-06-28_5_CHOU2302.jpg
https://www.galileomusic.de/promo/archiv/Ohrenschmauch_Presse_Rezension_2023-06-28_5_CHOU2302.jpg
https://rootstime.be/index.html?https://rootstime.be/CD%20REVIEUW/2023/SEP1/CD32.html?fbclid=IwAR2DM518C-ZNyE9-N7mD3cXOkm7-wXMafYCSf_5A7GjbFXO0hoMCOyfsSew
https://choux.net/node/1341
http://www.truthandliesmusic.com/magazine/3ain-sea-of-stories-choux-jaune-toujours-a-review
http://www.truthandliesmusic.com/magazine/3ain-sea-of-stories-choux-jaune-toujours-a-review

Technical Rider

Technical 3'Aln

[INSTR. MIC /DI
1 [trumpet RE 20 / MD 421 / SM 58
2 |upright bass active DI
3|upright bass DPA 4099
4laccordeon L (Low) XLR (Element < band)
5|accordeon R (High) [XLR (Element < band)
6|voc (speech) SM 58

MONITORS: 3 x 15" floormonitors, on 3 sends

vZzw Choux de Bruxelles asbl
Rue G. Schildknechtstraat 33/3, B-1020 Brussels - tel & fax +32 2 538 94 55
www.choux.net - info@choux.net



https://choux.net/sites/default/files/jt%2022%20tech%202%20tromp.pdf
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